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the  area 


The  162  acre  Lcne  Pine  State  Park  is  located  oi  a high  ridge, 
a part  c£  the  Salish  Range  which  fctms  the  western  margin  of 
the  Flathead  and  Mission  Valleys,  and  is  imnediately  south- 
city  limits  of  Kali^>ell.  The  ridge  provides 
viewing  point  overlooking  the  city  of  Kalispell, 
the  surrounding  valley  and  the  distant  mountains.  Viewing 
north  fron  the  ridge  crest,  crxe  sees  the  Big  Mountain  ski 
area,  the  Whitefish  Range  and  Glacier  Park,  tlte  Swan  and 
Missicn  Ranges  to  the  east,  and  F],athea3  Lake  to  the  south. 


nie  park  is  near  a major  boundary  of  ecological  conmnities, 
the  vegetation  is  corplex  and  diverse.  Conrunities  vary  fron 
prairie  to  Douglas-fir  forest  with  dense  and  cc/iplex  under- 
story. Because  these  carmunities  are  mature,  if  not  climax, 
they  represent  an  inportant  resource  for  teaching  and  scien- 
tific research. 


existing  land, 


use,  facilities  and  management 


The  park  was  donated  in  1941  by  Ernest  and 
jlazel  White,  and  dedicated  in  1950.  Tt« 
intOTt  at  the  dcnatim  was  for  the  purpose 
of  developing,  nuintaining,  and  managing 
this  la«3  for  crderly  public  recreational 
use.  The  grant  further  stated  that  the 
property  could  not  be  sold,  leased,  or  ex- 
ch^ed  for  any  private  use,  and  that  any 
incane  generated  therefron  would  be  used 
to  iirprove  the  cperaticns  and  maintenance 
of  the  State  Park. 

Use 

Present  uses  are  substantially  limited, 
primarily  due  to  the  State's  limited 
budget  for  management,  and  neglect  to 
fund  a project  for  developing  facilities 
ani  tl«  orderly  maneiganent  of  this  'jnique 


PresCTtly  the  area  is  abused  by  motorcycles,  four-vheel  drives,  beer  parties, 
drag  races,  ewi  drug  parties  of  various  types.  Since  the  park  has  no  manage- 
itent,  the  landsc^,  and  the  feelings  of  the  entire  caimunity  have  been  Averse- 
ly affected.  Many  serious  accidents  and  two  deaths  have  resulted  frem  misuse  of 
tte  park  in  the  past  few  years. 

Data  fran  the  Conrad  Mansion  Museon  in  Kali  spell  shows  that  60%  of  their  visitors 
cate  fron  outside  Mcntana.  This  sane  trend  could  hc?:pen  at  Loie  Pine. 


PTOilities 

limited  fading  has  resulted  in  limited  managemait;  therefore,  the  State  has  been 
unuable  to  protect  this  park  fran  abuse.  Presently,  there  are  no  facilities  cn 
the  prqaerty. 

Managgnent 

A managgnent  study  financed  by  the  State  was  conducted  in  1978,  to  examine  and 
map  the  park's  physical  attributes,  to  investigate  and  document  land  ownership 
and  uses,  to  determine  area  attitudes  to  various  groups,  and  to  set  out  specific 
tnanaggngit  recoitnendatiais  and  options.  Generally,  the  study  indicates  that  the 
deteriorated  conditions  at  lone  Pine  can  be  reversed.  This  can  be  accarplished 
by  the  addition  of  major  capital  inprovgnents , as  well  as  changes  in  the  current 
afproach  to  managgrent. 

The  project,  as  proposed,  will  initiate  intensive  managgnent  and  will  create  a 
change  ax3  shift  in  use  fran  the  present  negative  use  to  a positive  attitude  and 
use.  Therefore,  this  project  can  becane  the  vehicle  threugh  which  many  commity- 
based  needs  can  be  met.  Public  needs  can  be  met  through  orderly  managgnent  and 
active  coordinaticii  with  the  city  and  county  recreaticn  departments,  schools,  in- 
terest groups,  and  cormunity  organizations. 


need  for  funding 

Lcne  Pine  State  Park  is  a potentially  valuable  rescurce  to  the  Flathead 
cirea  conmnities , state  residents,  and  the  visiting  tourist.  The  land 
itself  is  valuable  real  estate,  as  is  the  land  surrcundinq  the  park. 
Without  this  project  the  negative  use  of  the  area  will  ccntinue,  and 
further  deterioratioi  cf  the  park  enviroTnent  and  surrounding  private 
prq)erty  will  occur.  Current  dangerous  cff-road  vehicular  use  in  the 
area  cf  the  scenic  cverlook  has  not  been  dealt  with.  This  can  certainly 
present  the  State  with  liabilities  which  cculd  be  far  more  ej^jensive 
than  the  investment  needed  to  bring  lone  Pine  State  Park  to  aco^table, 
state  standards. 

These  Liabilities  can  be  avoided  and  a beneficial  and  profitable  use  of 
the  area  can  be  generated  by  approving  this  project  in  a positive  effort 
to  care  for  and  manage  Lcne  Pine  State  Park  as  a public  investment,  and 
at  the  sane  time  satisfy  many  basic  human  needs. 


PROJECT  GCftL 

To  develcp  a 162  acre  State  Park  located  within  walXing  distance  cf 
Kaliapell,  Moitaia,  and  vrfiich  has  an  absolutely  ^^ectacular  viewing 
point  cverlooking  the  aitire  Flathead  Valley  and  surrounding  mountains. 

PURPOSE 

To  make  this  valuable  rescurce  available  to  all  pecple  as  planned  within 
the  scqse  of  this  project,  ^^lereby  valley  residents  and  tourists  alite 
can  satisfy  many  cf  their  basic  hiinan  needs  in  a unique  and  serene  en- 
viroriental  setting. 


conclusions  and  recommendations 


Specific  recamendations  for  Park  managerent  based  ijpcn  perscnal  observations  and  public  ir^ut  gathered  during  the  study  period 


-The  Park  is  the  largest  state  owned  parcel  of  recreatioicLl  land  in  northwest  ttaitana. 


-The  Park  should  fit  into,  and  be  cciqpatible  with,  present  and  futxire  public  recreational  developments  in  the  Valley. 

Its  size,  location,  and  tcpography  make  it  a unique  part  of  this  systan. 

-Because  of  the  ste^ness  of  the  terrain,  the  majority  of  the  162  acres  in  the  Park  are  not  suitable  for  high-density 


-The  Park  affords  tlte  finest  anl  most  easily  accessible  panaromic  view  of  the  Flathead  Valley  near  Kali^Jell. 

-The  Park  has  a long  and  fandly-rerr«nbered  history  of  use  by  Kali^nell  Residents  because  of  the  proximity  to  town  and 
fom^ly  serene  atmo^here  - it  contains  the  ruins  of  the  Bey  Scout  Cabin. 

-Unfortunately,  beginning  in  the  "protest"  movement  of  the  sixties,  vandalian,  trail  bikes,  four-wheel  drive  vehicles, 
and  late  night  parties  have  scarred  the  Park  and  made  it  unattractive  for  families,  quieter  groups,  and  individuals. 

-Vehicular  abuse  is  not  confined  to  the  Park,  and  has  ^read  over  the  surrounding  private  lard  de^ite  the  protests  of 
private  landowners.  The  scars  of  this  abuse  are  highly  visible  on  hillsides  around  the  Park. 

-The  Park  has  becoie  an  attractive  nuisance  because  of  ease  of  access,  lack  of  attenticn,  and  lack  of  a clearly  defined 
management  philoscphy. 

-Satie  of  the  activities  available  to  users  are  picnicking,  scenic  viewing,  fishing,  swirrming,  boating,  and  associated 
water  sports  at  Fpy  Lake,  sledding,  snowshoeing , cross  country  skiing,  hildng,  horseback  riding,  archery,  photography, 
bird  watching,  professicnal  and  ncn-prafessicral  worksheps,  interpretatioi  panels,  ^virawiental  education,  and  public 


cost  estimate 

A.  PART  I - UXE  PINE  GENERAL  PlPRCVEMEyrS 


1.  Road  Vtork 

2.  Foot  Trail  and  Interpretive  Panels 

3.  Electrical  Systan 

4.  Sewr  Systan 

5.  Water  Systan 

6.  Telephone 

7.  Obliteraticn  of  Chiirney  and  Trails 

8.  Double  latrines  - 2 

9.  Barriers  and  Fencing 

10.  Ccntingencies,  Engineering,  Inspection,  Etc. 

11.  Acquisition  of  property 

Sub  Total 

B.  PART  II  - LCNE  PINE  BUIIDING 


b.  Furnishings 

c.  Displays 

d.  UtiUties 

e.  Basenent  Furnishings 

2.  Ccntingencies,  Eiigineering , Inspecticn,  Etc. 

Sub  Total 

PART  III  ~ FOY  IJ\KE  BQftTING  AfYTOS 


Signs 

Eiitry  Gates 

Acquire  Lcne  Pine  Ranch  property 
Acquire  Bibler  property 


120,000 

10,000 

50,000 


16,520.0 

55,000.0 


$500,000.00 


information  center 

T^e  Informatics  Center  building  will  provide  an  cppcrtunity 
for  the  State  to  put  into  practice  some  creative  and  inno> 
vative  building  ccncepts  centered  around  the  tl»ne  of  earth 
sheltered  design . 

Certainly,  with  future  fuel  shortages  being  on  the  thresh- 
old of  reality,  the  need  to  practice  resource  coiservation 
is  timely. 


1982-1983  Pronosed  Imiprovements 

master  site  plan 


Foy  Lake  Booting  Access 


Gore 


vIstQ  point 


picnicking 


double  Idi 


coretoker's  troiler 


coretoker's  oreb 


ViStQl 


foot  bridge 


long  range  development  plan 


kolispell,  mt 


Of  Kolitpell  (1907)  From  The  Visto  Poir 


PREPAKED  DY  THE  PARKS  DIVISION 
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